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ML.A., Sociology, University of California-Irvine, 2010.
B.A., Psychology, University of Michigan-Ann Arbor, 2005.

PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE

MDRC, New York, NY

Senior Research Associate, January 2022 — Present
Research Associate, January 2015 — December 2021
Research Analyst, September 2010 — December 2014

Researcher with substantial experience evaluating criminal legal policies, systems, and reforms.
Current responsibilities include project direction and management; research design; impact
analysis; interview and focus group facilitation; writing policy briefs, reports, and commentaries;
presenting research findings; and new project development. Possesses vast prior experience in
data acquisition, processing, analysis, and management.

Current projects include (1) the Intensive Case Management Supervised Release Technical
Assistance project, in which MDRC supports New York City’s development of a new model for
high-need pretrial supervision clients by providing data-driven technical assistance; (2) Tucson
Mental Health Diversion, a study assessing the impact of a 911 dispatch diversion program on
the criminal legal system contact of people struggling with acute mental health crises; (3) the
Procedural Justice-Informed Alternatives to Contempt Demonstration, a random assignment
study testing the efficacy of incorporating procedural justice principles into child support
practices to re-engage parents who have fallen behind in their child support payments rather
than relying on a court-led civil contempt process; and (4) an evaluation of Manhattan’s Felony
Alternative to Incarceration Program, a first-of-its-kind initiative aimed at reducing
incarceration, enhancing community safety, and decreasing recidivism for individuals facing all
types of felony charges, including violent offenses.

Selected past projects include the Pretrial Justice Collaborative, a study of pretrial practices in
eight jurisdictions across the country aimed at building usable evidence on the most effective
strategies for reducing pretrial detention, minimizing supervision conditions, and reducing racial
and economic inequities while preserving court appearance; the process and impact evaluation of
New York City’s Supervised Release program, a bail alternative intended to reduce the use of
pretrial detention and money bail while ensuring people’s appearance in court and maintaining
public safety; and the Enhanced Transitional Jobs Demonstration, for which Skemer served as
lead researcher for The Doe Fund’s New York City-based Pathways reentry program, whose
services were targeted to the formerly incarcerated.

With over 15 years of experience in research and evaluation across a wide range of projects and
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content areas, Skemer is adept at collaborating with a broad array of system actors and
stakeholders to implement research designs ranging from randomized controlled trials to quasi-
experimental methods to descriptive analyses, all in the service of producing clear, reliable,
actionable evidence for policymakers and practitioners.
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